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--- The region of Central Macedonia is one of the thirteen 
regions of Greece consisting of the central part of the 
geographical and historical region of Macedonia, in 
Northern Greece. 

--- The region has a population of almost 1.9 million, and 
includes the Regional Units of Halkidiki, Imathia, Kilkis, 
Pella, Pieria, Serres and Thessaloniki

--- On the north it borders with Northern Macedonia, while in 
Greece borders on the east with the Region of Eastern 
Macedonia and Thrace, on the west with the region of  
Western Macedonia, and on the southwest with the region 
of Thessaly.
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Central Macedonia

Overview

--- The Region of Central Macedonia is the second largest 
Greek region, located in the central northern Greece, in 
the historical area of ancient Macedonia. It is the gate of 
Greece to Europe, connected with networks of 
transportation, communication and energy with 
international importance. 

--- Thessaloniki is the capital of the Region having a 
dynamic role as a metropolis of the Balkan region. 
Thessaloniki is a strong political, economic and 
industrial center in northern Greece. The commercial 
port of Thessaloniki is important for the development of 
the region. The "Makedonia" international airport is the 
second largest airport of Greece serving over 5 million 
passengers annually.

--- Along with East Macedonia and Thrace, it is supervised by 
the Decentralized Administration of Macedonia and Thrace 
which is based in Thessaloniki. The Regional Authority is 
located at its capital city,  Thessaloniki 

--- The Region has a total area of  about 18,810 square 
kilometers of which 3,683 km² are occupied by the 
prefecture of Thessaloniki, 3,968 km² by the prefecture of 
Serres,  1,516 km² by the prefecture of Pieria, 1,701 km² by 
the prefecture of Imathia, 1,581 km² by the prefecture of 
Kilkis, 2,506 km² by the prefecture of Pella and 2,918 km² 
by the prefecture of Halkidiki

--- Key cities of the Region include Thessaloniki, Serres, 
Katerini, Veroia, Giannitsa, Kilkis, Naousa and Edessa. 



--- The diversity and high 
value environmental and 
cultural tourism 
resources of Central 
Macedonia, such as the 
high quality coasts and 
beaches especially in 
Halkidiki and Pieria, the 
mythical and historical mount Olympus and mount Athos, the Christian, Byzantine, 
newest and modern cultural heritage of Thessaloniki, the rich ecosystems of lakes 
and rivers, uplands and mountainous areas of natural beauty, the museums and 
archaeological sites of Dion - Vergina – Pella – Amphipolis, have set the Region of 
Central Macedonia amongst the most important tourism destinations in Europe and 
worldwide.

--- Central Macedonia is the land where the legends and history the sun and the sea, the 
most beautiful Mediterranean coasts meet together inseparably. It is the place where 
Alexander the Great was born and educated by the greatest philosopher of all times, 
Aristotle. It is the place where the cultures of the West and the East meet from the 
ancient times through via Egnatia, a connecting path of the legendary Silk Road.
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Natural and Cultural Treasures 
--- The Region of Central Macedonia is 

mainly a lowland area with many rivers.

--- Central Macedonia is a unique land with a 
long history and continuous human 
presence from Prehistoric times. 

--- Mount Olympus is the highest mountain 
in Greece. It is located in the Olympus 
Range on the border between Thessaly 
and Macedonia, between the regional 
units of Pieria and Larissa. Mount 
Olympus has 52 peaks, deep gorges, and 
exceptional biodiversity. The highest 
peak, Mytikas, rises to 2,918 metres and 
is one of the highest peaks in Europe in 
terms of topographic prominence.

--- The Voras Mountains are a mountain 
range situated on the border between 
Greece and FYROM. It separates the Pella 
regional unit on the Greek side in the 
south from the Mariovo region on the 
FYROM side in the north. The tallest peak 
in the range is Kaimakchalan at 2,524 m. 

--- Ancient sites include the Dion 
archaeological Park, the archaeological 
museum of Vergina (Royal Tombs of 
Aigai) and the ancient agora in Pella, the 
biggest agora of the ancient world.



Agricultural Production

--- The agricultural sector has always been one of the major 
production areas in the Region of Central Macedonia. 

--- The primary sector of the region participates by 26% in gross 
value added of the primary sector at national level

--- Productions of the primary sector in which the Central 
Macedonia has a leading role in Greece are: Fruits (peaches, 
apples, kiwi, cherries, apricots, grapes, pears etc.), table olives, 
cotton, rice, grains, vegetables (tomato, lettuce, cucumber, 
zucchini, pepper etc.) fodder plants, beef cows' milk sheep and 
goat milk eggs and bird meat pork honey.

--- With more than 6,500 beekeepers and an annual production 
of 1910 tons of honey, Halkidiki accounts for 32% of the total 
production of honey in Greece. 

--- The Wine Roads of Northern Greece 
include eight routes which begin in the 
west. Five routes have been developed in 
the Region of Central Macedonia: the 
Wine Route of Pella-Goumenissa, the 
Wine Route of the Olympian Gods, the 
Wine Route of Naoussa, the Wine Route 
of Thessaloniki and the Wine Route of 
Halkidiki.



The Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki (A.U.TH.) is the 
sixth oldest and among the 
most highly ranked tertiary 

education institutions in Greece. It is 
named after the philosopher Aristotle.

The University was founded in 1925 and is the 
largest university in Greece and in the Balkans. 
It was the second Greek university to be founded 
after the University of Athens, which was 
established in 1837.

The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki performs a 
great deal of research in a variety of scientific fields. 
It is in constant and close cooperation with 
universities, organizations and research centres both in 
Greece and abroad. The large number of its faculties 
and its approximately 250 laboratories enable scientists 
of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki to carry out a 
variety of research projects with great success. 

Education & research

The Technological Educational Institute of Central 
Macedonia was founded in 1983 and is located in the 
city of Serres. It consists of three schools: the School 
of Technological Applications, the School of 
Administration and Economics and the School of 
Graphic Arts and Design.

The Alexander Technological Educational Institute of 
Thessaloniki  is a higher education public institute, part 
of the Greek tertiary education system, specialized on 
applied sciences. It was founded in 1970 and started its 
operation in February 1974 as a Center for Higher 
Technical Education.  



Transport Infrastructure

Airports 

--- Thessaloniki International 
Airport “Makedonia”

Ports
--- Thessaloniki

The Region is served by 
one international airport 
and one international port 
in Thessaloniki, the 
national highway, the 
“Egnatia Road” that 
extends from Polimylos to 
Strimonas and the railway 
network that passes 
through the entire region.



Central Macedonia offers an interesting 
environment for investment...

Investment incentives law 
quick facts

Central Macedonia 
advantages

Under the Investment Incentives Law L.4399/2016, 
Central Macedonia is eligible for investment 
incentives up to 55% of the total investment cost, 
according to the size of the company and the 
location where the project will be implemented. 
The aid schemes of the Law include:  
--- Tax exemptions
--- Cash grants
--- Leasing subsidies
--- Wage costs subsidy
--- Stable corporate tax rate for 12 years
--- Financing through loans or equity
--- Fast track licensing

Central Macedonia boasts a number of 
comparative advantages related to its: 

--- Great existing  transport infrastructure 
--- Academic-R&D infrastructure & dynamics
--- Tourism and Cultural sites
--- Opportunities in the renewable energy 

sources
--- Skilled work force, especially in Tourism 

and Agriculture

All aid schemes 
are provided 
individually or in 
combination and 
they summed up 
for the 
determination of 
the total aid



Invest in Central Macedonia: Why?

Export Oriented Manufacturing

Renewable Energy Sources

Tourism 

Food & Beverage



Invest in Central Macedonia: Why?

Natural and cultural 
treasures:  
Unique natural beauty 
combined with long history, 
religious treasures and 
friendly people

A production 
locomotive: 

Tourist destination: 
Popular destination offering 
an upgraded and diversified 
tourist product that includes 
hiking in the mountains, 
sightseeing, local 
gastronomy, sea sports etc

Industrial sites 
complex:
The region disposes 
industrial zones, providing 
land and easy licensing 
procedure for industrial use

Potential in 
Renewable energy: 
The region has a  strong 
wind and solar potential

Transport 
infrastructure:
The region disposing over 
substantial infrastructure, 
capable to support wide 
investment activity in the 
area

Urban infrastructure: 
The urban infrastructure is 
well developed, including a 
sufficient number of hospitals, 
both private and public, courts 
of various levels, banks, 
telecommunications, primary 
and secondary schools, etc

Support of the 
local Authorities:
The consistent and 
unwavering support of the 
local Authorities , as well as  
the hospitable and business

The primary sector, 
especially agriculture, 
plays a key role in GDP. 
The arable plains (40% of 
them are irrigated) are 
cultivated intensively, 
producing cotton, corn, 
tobacco, grains and tomato etc



Therapeutic 
Tourism

Investment opportunities in 
various tourism segments

Eco Tourism

Wine tourism

Cultural and 
religious tourism

Development of 
existing state 
& private assets 

Cruises and Sea 
tourism



Export Oriented Manufacturing

--- Strategic geographical position of the region of Central Mace-
donia and the recent modernization of its transport infra-
structures, enable manufacturing sector to better integrate 
with other consumer markets in EU and Balkans

--- Due to its proximity with new Balkan markets, there are many 
opportunities for other B2B services like warehouses, logis-
tics, supply chains, etc. to grow in the region

--- A  widespread network of industrial areas that provide the re-
quired infrastructure for the development of new and existing 
companies

--- Unique opportunities for the creation of clusters of companies 
not only in Greece but also in the bordering countries, which 
could provide the cost competitive advantage

--- The Region of Central Mace-
donia went through a period of rapid in-
dustrial and economic growth that shaped today’s 
urban network dominated by the Greater Thessaloniki Area and 
complemented by smaller urban centers

--- The manufacturing sector remains highly specialized in certain 
medium to low technology and labour intensive sectors. It accounts 
for a significant part of regional employment and thus is a factor of 
social cohesion and a key component of economic activity due to the 
intense and interactive relationship with other productive activities

--- Greece’s investment and growth revival has been the result of the gov-
ernment’s new National Development Strategy (NDS), which aims to es-
tablish a new investment-friendly environment and promote an ex-
port-oriented production model. This model is based on enhanced do-
mestic industrial production of internationally tradable high value-added 
and knowledge-based goods and services, by increasing  employment 
within the well-educated and highly skilled part of the labor force



Wind 
(onshore-offshore)

PV & Solar 
Thermal

Geothermal Energy 
Efficiency/Storage

Hydro Biofuels

Investment Opportunities in Energy

--- Electricity production (new RES and “clean” 
thermal power plants) 

--- Gas and Electricity, Grids and distribution 
networks expansion 

--- Exploration and Development of hydrocarbon 
reserves (onshore and offshore) 

The de-regulated Energy 
market currently 

provides many 
investment opportunities 

in Central Macedonia: 

--- Energy Efficiency and Storage
--- High-end Energy R&D projects
--- WTE projects (new framework)



Investment Opportunities in Food & Beverage
--- Honey and nut-based snacks

--- Pasta products

--- Marmalades and pickled goods

--- Ready made meals and frozen food

--- Seafood

--- Cheeses

--- Specialty herb mixes 

--- Organic products

--- Super foods   

--- Meat and delicatessen products 
based on olive oil 

Spiroulina

Mastiha

Baby foods

Herb mixes

Confectionery

Traditional 
Spoon Sweets

Saffron

There is abundant op-
portunity to create value 
added in many product 
categories in the Greek 
F&B sector, especially 
as the global interest in 
healthful foods contin-
ues to expand:

Cheese Liquers
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