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Epirus (Ipeiros), with its capital Ioannina, a total area of 9,203 km2 
and a population of 334,337 inhabitants in 2018 (Eurostat, 2019), is 
positioned at the north-western part of Greece and is its most alpine 
region in the country. Within the region’s area, 14% is agriculture land, 
52% is covered by grassland, 26% is forest, 3% represents the surface 
waters. Built up areas and other uses account for the remainder of 
the land, and 74% of the region, is mountainous areas. Other major 
cities are Preveza, Arta and Igoumenitsa.
This geographical distinctiveness led to its relative isolation in the 
past. However, recent infrastructure projects, a growing tourism and 
services sectors, a dynamic academic environment (University of 
Ioannina and Technological Educational Institute of Ipeiros) and the 
strengthening of traditional industries are gradually transforming the 
region.  
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Epirus

Overview

--- The most dynamic industries of the region are the dairy 
products and other food products industries that are 
vertically integrated

---  The region is also characterised by intense disparities 
between rural and urban areas

--- The influx of Structural Funds, the development of new 
infrastructures with some of them completed or 
currently under development, and the opening of the 
borders and markets in neighbouring Balkan countries, 
created a new growth potential for the region

--- Infrastructure enabled the region to start exploiting its 
extensive tourism potential, particularly with regards to 
its rich natural environment and to traditional 
mountainous villages, and recently in correlation with 
its health industry

Epirus is largely made up of great limestone ridges 
oriented northwest-southeast and north-south; they reach 
up to 8,600 feet (2,600 m) in height and fall off more 
steeply to the west. These ridges generally parallel the 
coast and are so steep that the valley land between them 
is mostly suitable only for pasture, though northern Epirus 
has more plains and cereal production. Much of Epirus 
lies on the windward side of the Pindus Mountains and 
hence receives the prevailing winds off the Ionian Sea 
(Ióvio Pélagos), with the result that it receives more 
rainfall than does any other region of mainland Greece. 

--- Epirus is a region of scenic natural beauty that is regarded 
one of the last truly wild areas of Europe. It is sparsely 
populated with most residents located in its major towns 
like Ioannina and Arta



Epirus has historically 
been a remote and 
isolated region due to its 
location between the 
Pindus mountains and the 
sea. In antiquity, the 
Roman Via Egnatia 
passed through Epirus 
Nova, which linked Byzantium and Thessalonica to Dyrrachium on the Adriatic Sea. 
The modern Egnatia Odos highway, which links Ioannina to the Greek province of 
Macedonia and terminating at Igoumenitsa, is the only highway through the Pindus 
mountains and has served to greatly reduce the region's isolation from the east, while 
the Ionia Odos highway, connecting Epirus with Western Greece, helped reducing the 
region's isolation from the south. 
The Aktio-Preveza Undersea Tunnel connects the southernmost tip of Epirus, near 
Preveza, with Aetolia-Acarnania in western Greece. Ferry services from Igoumenitsa 
to the Ionian islands and Italy exist. The only airport in Epirus is the Ioannina National 
Airport, while the Aktion National Airport is located just south of Preveza in 
Aetolia-Acarnania. There are no railroads in Epirus.
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Invest in Central Epirus: Why?

Waste management

Renewable Energy Sources

Tourism 

Food & Beverage



Invest in Central Epirus: Why?

Natural and cultural 
treasures:  
Unique natural beauty 
combined with long history, 
religious treasures and 
friendly people

Tourist destination: 
Popular destination offering 
an upgraded and diversified 
tourist product that includes 
hiking in the mountains, 
sightseeing, local 
gastronomy, sea sports etc

Industrial sites 
complex:
The region disposes 
industrial zones, providing 
land and easy licensing 
procedure for industrial use

Potential in 
Renewable energy 
and hydrocarbons 
exploration:
The region has a  strong 
wind and solar potential, 
besides its hydrocarbon 
production potential

Transport 
infrastructure:
The region disposing over 
substantial infrastructure, 
capable to support wide 
investment activity in the area

Support of the 
local Authorities:
The support of the local 
Authorities is consistent and 
unwaveringStrong 

production:
The primary sector, 
especially livestock 
farming, plays a key role 
in GDP formation. 



Therapeutic 
Tourism

Investment opportunities in 
various tourism segments

Eco Tourism

Wine tourism

Cultural and 
religious tourism

Development of 
existing state 
& private assets 

Cruises and Sea 
tourism



--- Creation of modern, integrated facilities 
for treating and disposing municipal solid 
waste

--- Energy recovery from organic waste
--- Rehabilitation of the existing landfills
--- Environmental sound management of 

industrial, medical and hazardous waste
--- Construction of suitable transfer station 

networks and recycling centres
--- Selective collection at source and further 

recycling of municipal waste
--- Water treatment and sea or brackish 

water desalination
--- Wastewater and sewage treatment

Investment Opportunities in Waste Management



Wind 
(onshore-offshore)

PV & Solar 
Thermal

Geothermal Energy 
Efficiency/Storage

Hydro Biofuels

Investment Opportunities in Energy

--- Electricity production (new RES and “clean” 
thermal power plants) 

--- Gas and Electricity, Grids and distribution 
networks expansion 

--- Exploration and Development of hydrocarbon 
reserves (onshore and offshore) 

The de-regulated Energy 
market currently 

provides many 
investment opportunities 

in Epirus: 

--- Energy Efficiency and Storage
--- High-end Energy R&D projects
--- WTE projects (new framework)



Investment Opportunities in Food & Beverage
--- Honey and nut-based snacks

--- Pasta products

--- Marmalades and pickled goods

--- Ready made meals and frozen food

--- Seafood

--- Cheeses

--- Specialty herb mixes 

--- Organic products

--- Super foods   

--- Meat and delicatessen products 
based on olive oil 

Spiroulina

Mastiha

Baby foods

Herb mixes

Confectionery

Traditional 
Spoon Sweets

Saffron

There is abundant op-
portunity to create value 
added in many product 
categories in the Greek 
F&B sector, especially 
as the global interest in 
healthful foods contin-
ues to expand:

Cheese Liquers
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