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--- The Region of North Aegean is divided administratively into 
five regional units, which include the nine municipalities 
that constitute it

--- The Regional Units coincide with the corresponding 
prefectures with the exception of the prefecture of Lesvos 
that was administratively divided into the Prefecture of 
Lemnos and Lesvos

--- Regional Units:
--- Regional Unit of Ikaria
--- Regional Unit of Lesvos
--- Regional Unit of Lemnos

North Aegean Region

--- Regional Unit of Samos
--- Regional Unit of Chios
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Νorth Aegean Region

Overview
Area
3,836 km²
Population 
221,098 (2019) 

--- The total number of islands in the North Aegean region are 
nine: Lesbos, Chios, Psara, Oinousses, Ikaria, Fournoi 
Korseon, Lemnos, Agios Efstratios and Samos

--- Despite their distance from mainland Greece, they have 
grown into popular destinations thanks to frequent ferry and 
flight connection

--- The capital of the region is situated in Mytilene on the island 
of Lesbos

--- The North Aegean Region is one of the  thirteen regions  of 
Greece



--- What stands out about 
the North Aegean is its 
extraordinary 
environment and 
landscape assortment. 
Visitors are invited on 
trails to explore and enjoy 
recreational activities 
filled with waterfalls, forests filled with olive groves and Mastiha trees, and 
animal life that can't be found elsewhere. 

--- Lesvos is part of UNESCO's Global Geopark Network and known as the island 
of hidden harmony. Visitors will find olive grove and the volcanic landscape of 
the Petrified Forest. Common activities include hiking, bird watching, and 
biking

--- Chios is the island of Homer and Mastiha. Visitors can become part of the 
distinct Mastiha culture, a traditional way of life recognised by UNESCO, 
centred in the south part of the Mastiha medieval villages and recently 
enhanced by the new Chios Mastic Museum

North Aegean Region

Overview



North Aegean Region

Overview
--- “Pythagorean” Samos, the centre of 

Ionian civilization, homeland of 
Pythagoras, the great mathematician 
and philosopher, is an island where 
the ancient past is alive. Natural 
beauty and unique local products 
such as Samos’ aromatic wine make 
a trip to Samos unforgettable

--- Limnos Island is almost untouched by time, a land of mystery and myths, of 
rocks and Poliochne, the most ancient organized city in Europe. The visitor of 
Limnos will enjoy sea sports, such as wind-surfing and sea kayak or just 
relax in its numerous sandy beaches, and taste great local dishes, 
accompanied by its excellent wine 

--- Ikaria Island has been hailed for its fierce beauty and the admirable quality of 
its people to draw visitors into a merry and relaxed pace. Discover the secrets 
to longevity adopting the Ikarian way of life, enjoy sea, nature and local 
festivals with music and wine



Labor force
86.000 (2nd quarter 2020)

Employed
72.300 (2nd quarter 2020)

Activity rate
51,9% (2nd quarter 2020)

Unemployed rate
15.9% (2nd quarter 2020)

North Aegean Peloponnese: Quick Facts

Investment incentives law 
quick facts

Workforce quick facts

Population
221.098 (2019)

GDP
2,48062ml € (2017)

Gross fixed
capital formation
481ml € (2017)

Main 
macroeconomic data

Under the Investment Incentives Law, North 
Aegean enjoys attractive investment 
incentives varying from 35% to 55% of the 
total investment cost, according to the area 
and the size of the company

The Law focuses on supporting sustainable 
investment projects with efficient tax breaks, 
favorable loans and state aids in selected 
business activities



Magnificent beaches, 
picturesque villages & rich history

--- The North Aegean Islands thanks to the unique 
attractions and the perfect tourist infrastructure that 
they have, attract every year a large number of Greek 
and foreign tourists, who visit them to spend 
unforgettable holidays

--- The endless natural beauty attract nature lovers. 
Dense forests, green valleys, wild mountain slopes 
combined with enchanting beaches, picturesque 
harbors and the blue of the Aegean compose a 
backdrop of endless natural beauty. Here, and 
specifically on the island of Lesvos, is the only fossil 
forest in the world. The unspoiled nature will captivate 
the visitor and will allow him to indulge in alternative 
tourism activities

--- The influences that the islands 
received from other cultures - 
due to their geographical 
location - are assimilated into 
their historical sights. 
Archaeological sites, historical 
monuments, castles and 
Byzantine churches testify to 
the long history of each island



The University Units (Schools and Departments) 
of the University of the Aegean are located on six 
different islands in the Aegean Archipelago thus 
making the University of the Aegean a pioneer 
network university. The beautiful Aegean islands 
provide a unique natural, cultural and human 
environment in which high quality research and 
education can thrive. The University Units in North 
Aegean are:

--- UNIVERSITY UNIT OF MYTILENE (based in Mytilene, 
Lesvos)

--- UNIVERSITY UNIT OF CHIOS (based in Chios, Chios)

--- UNIVERSITY UNIT OF SAMOS (based in Karlovasi, Samos)

--- UNIVERSITY UNIT OF LEMNOS (based in Myrina, Lemnos)

The central administration 
of the University is located 
in Mytilene (the capital of the 
island of Lesvos), while various 
departments have been established in 
Chios, Karlovassi (on the island of Samos), 
Rhodes, Syros and Mytilene. Because the 
University is set up on different islands, it 
constitutes a University-network covering 
all prefectures of the Aegean Sea.
One of the principal features of the De-
partments of the University of the Aegean 
is that they develop new scientific do-
mains, usually interdisciplinary, which 
adhere both to the needs of the contem-
porary Greek society and global commu-
nity as well as to students' requirements 
and expectations for high-quality studies 
combined with excellent career prospects.

Education: University of the Aegean



Ideal Investment Environment

--- Satisfactory infrastructure of transport 
networks (airport, ports and road 
network)

--- RES capacity (solar, wind, hydro)

--- Attractive touristic place

--- Great history, culture and tradition in 
mercantile maritime, with hundreds of 
seafarers and ship owners 

--- Great geography and morphology 

--- Important cultural resources 
(archaeological sites, museums, 
churches and monasteries)

--- Rich agricultural land and production 
expertise in agriculture and livestock 
production (mastic trees, olives etc.)

--- Great concentration in fisheries and 
aquaculture



Investment opportunities in major sectors

ICT

Renewable Energy SourcesTourism 

Food & Beverage



Marinas

Investment Opportunities in Tourism

The region of North 
Aegean holds unique 
cultural, historic and 
archaeological treasures

Situated off the coast of 
Asia Minor, the islands 
represent an international 
border between the 
European Union and 
Turkey

International travel and 
tour operators are 
investing in new 
accommodations and 
facilities, particularly on 
the islands of Chios and 
Samos

Satisfactory tourism 
infrastructure  with 
opportunities to 
develop further high 
end tourism facilities 
and services

Unique 
competitive 
advantages Eco Tourism

Integrated Resorts

Development of existing 
state & private assets 

Cultural 
Tourism



Wind 
(onshore-offshore)

PV & Solar 
Thermal

Geothermal Energy 
Efficiency/Storage

Hydro Biofuels

Investment Opportunities in Energy

--- Electricity production (new RES and “clean” 
thermal power plants) 

--- Gas and Electricity, Grids and distribution 
networks expansion 

--- Exploration and Development of hydrocarbon 
reserves (onshore and offshore) 

The de-regulated Energy 
market currently provides 

many  investment 
opportunities in 

Peloponnese: 

--- Energy Efficiency and Storage
--- High-end Energy R&D projects
--- WTE projects (new framework)



Investment Opportunities in Food & Beverage

--- Honey and nut-based snacks

--- Pasta products

--- Marmalades and pickled goods

--- Ready made meals and frozen food

--- Seafood

--- Cheeses

--- Specialty herb mixes 

--- Organic products

--- Super foods   

--- Meat and delicatessen products based 
on olive oil 

Salted fish

Mastiha

Olive oil

Herb mixes

Ouzo

Traditional 
Spoon Sweets

Pasta Products

The islands of the North Aegean are known for their unique 
food and beverage offerings that include local wines, spirits 
and mastiha produced since ancient times.
There is abundant opportunity to create value added in many 
product categories in the Greek F&B sector, especially as 
the global interest in healthful foods continues to expand:

Cheese Liquers



Investment Opportunities in Food & Beverage

Strategic investments in existing companies

Development of new innovative products

Expansion in new markets

Synergies with tourism (wine tourism, agritourism etc) 
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